BACHELOR PROGRAMMES IN POLITICAL SCIENCE IN EUROPE

First results from a questionnaire among member associations of ECPSA (July 2010)
1. We obtained answers from seventeen countries: Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain and Switzerland. 

2. In eleven countries the BA programmes are 3-year-courses, in Lithuania and Slovenia 4 years, in Ireland and the UK– depending on the university – 3 or 4 years, and in Spain the courses range between 2 and 5 years so far (after 2010 4 years).

3. The information given on the question whether “pure” political science can be studied is not always totally clear. It seems, however, that programmes with 180 ECTS in political science (which may include some subsidiary subjects) are available in all countries at least at one university. 

4. In many cases combinations are offered (90/90, 90/60/30, 180/60). These include an enormous variety of subjects.

5. In the non-English speaking countries BA programmes taught entirely in English are the rare exception which can only be found in Finland, the Netherlands and at two universities in Germany. In the Czech Republic, Germany, Iceland, the Netherlands, Portugal and Slovenia some courses within programmes are taught in English. 

6. Tuition or enrolment fees are not levied in nine countries (including Scotland). In England, the Netherlands, in Portugal, Spain and Switzerland all universities require fees; in the remaining countries it depends on the university. 

7. Admission requirement is usually a high school degree (A-levels, Matura, Abitur etc.). Some countries/universities conduct entrance examinations. 

