MASTER PROGRAMMES IN POLITICAL SCIENCE IN EUROPE

First results from a questionnaire among member associations of ECPSA (July 2010)
1. We obtained answers from fourteen countries: Austria, Czech Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain and Switzerland. 

2. There exists a multitude of specialized or interdisciplinary Master programmes. A “pure” Master in political science is offered in every country with the exception of Slovenia.

3. As a rule the programmes run for two years. In Germany also one year programmes exist. In the Netherlands as well as in Spain one year programmes are the rule (with some two year courses being offered). In Slovenia there are only one year programmes.

4. In six countries studying those programmes is free of charge. In the remaining seven  it varies between universities/Länder (Germany). The range of fees is – as far as the data show – enormous. 

5. MA programmes are taught more often in English than BA programmes. There is, however, a wide variation within the countries. 

6. As a rule, a BA degree is required for admission. In some countries the grade matters, in others entrance exams, interviews, motivation letters etc. are required. 

