CIVIC EDUCATION IN EUROPE

First results from a questionnaire among member associations of ECPSA (July 2010)
1. We obtained answers from sixteen countries: Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Spain and Switzerland. Germany apologized for not yet being able to submit data as school education is in the jurisdiction of the Bundesländer, which has led to the situation that there exist sixteen different models of civic education and its practice; the DVPW will attempt to categorize these and make them available for international information and comparison.

2. Civic education in the sixteen countries which we could include in the synopsis and the first evaluation is mainly taught for students in the age group 14 to 18 years. In Ireland, France and Slovakia the main target group are the 10 to 14 year old, in Romania and Italy the even younger from 6 to 10. 

3. Correspondingly, civic education is taught primarily at secondary schools, in some countries also at the primary level. 

4. In most countries it is a proper subject. In Austria, Hungary and Slovenia it exists also in combi​nation with other subjects. In Switzerland and France it is only taught in combination with other subjects. 

5. Hungary, Ireland and Italy are the only countries where information centres or auxiliary institutions / organizations do not exist which provide material and offer assistance.

6. Only in Denmark and France are no special school books available for the subject. 

7. The history of the subject varies enormously: from the 1880s in France or the 1920s in the Czech Republic (resp. Czechoslovakia) to the year 2006 for schools of vocational training in Switzerland (where civic education is a “very old subject” in general schools). 

8. Nationwide regulations are the rule; only in Switzerland are the cantons responsible and it is a conference of cantonal ministers that sets the rules.

9. Teachers come from a wide variety of subjects, ranging from religion/theology to political science with a dominance of history.

10. In Italy, Slovenia and in Switzerland civic education has lost in importance; in six countries it has gained.

11. Among the thirteen countries which answered the question on civic education for adults, four listed such programmes (Norway for immigrants).

12. The training of teachers of civic education takes place in universities and specialized schools of pedagogy. The latter exist in six of the countries. 

13. The share of political science in the university courses amounts to 10 to 20 percent – only in Lithuania it is 20 to 30 percent.

14. National organizations for civic education are parts of international networks only in five countries (Austria, Finland, Hungary, Slovenia, Spain).

