Questionnaire on the State of Civic Education in Europe

Austria

	Civic Education in Schools



	1. What is the name for civic education in the language of the country?

Politische Bildung



	2. From which age on is civic education taught in schools?

x
6-10

x
10-14

x
14-18



	3. In which age group does the main focus of civic education lie? 

(When do most weekly lessons for civic education take place?) 

□
6-10

□
10-14

x
14-18



	4. In which types of school is civic education taught? 

Please, list the types of school and add a short description (age group, specific educational aims).

Primary Schools (age 6 to 14, grade 1 to 4):

Not a proper school subject but a educational principle

Secondary Schools

Since 2008 in Hauptschule (Secondary Modern School, age of 10 to 14, grade 5 to 8, general education):

5th grade: not a proper school subject but an educational principle

6th to 8th grade: compulsory subject “History and Social Studies/ Civic Education” (2 hours per week), in the 8th grade main focus on civic education

Polytechnical Schools (age 15, grade 9, usually absolved after the end of Hauptschule):

Compulsory subject “Civic education and Economics” (2 hours per week)

Since 2001 in Allgemein Bildende Höhere Schulen (Secondary School, age of 10 to 18, grade 5 to 12, with general education, leads to Matura/ general qualification for university entrance):

5th grade: not a proper school subject but an educational principle

6th to 8th grade: compulsory subject “History and Social Studies/ Civic Education” (2 hours per week in the 6th, 7th, 8th, 10th, 11th, 12th grade; 1 hour per week in the 9th grade), in the 8th grade main focus on civic education

Berufbildende Schulen (Vocational Schools, from the age of 14 to 19, different types)

Berufsbildende Pflichtschulen (Compulsory vocational schools, 2 to 4 years, from the age of 14 to 19):

Compulsory subject “Civic Education”, in sum 80 hours

Berufsbildende Mittlere Schulen (Secondary vocational schools)

There are many different types, for each of them civic education in combination with an other subject is a compulsory subject. The following combinations are offered in different school types: “Economics, legal studies, and civic education”, “Civic Education and Law”, “Contemporary History and Civic Education”, “History and Civic Education”, “History, Social Studies, and Civic Education”.



	5. In which form is civic education taught? 

Is it 

· a proper school subject, or

·  taught together with other subjects, e.g. history, geography, economics (which ones)?

     History, law. 

A proper school subject in compulsory vocational schools, taught together with  other subjects or an educational principle in all other forms (see question 4)

Is it 

X    a compulsory, 

· an optional or 

· an elective subject? (If this is the case, what are the alternative optional subjects?), or 

x   is civic education defined as a cross-sectional matter for the whole curriculum?

If appropriate, please differentiate according to school types and/or age groups. 

Compulsory at the age of 14 and up from 16. Cross sectional matter in all school types and ages.

See also short versions of curricula (in German):

http://www.politik-lernen.at/content/site/basiswissen/politischebildung/lehrplaene/index.html



	6. Are there proper school books for civic education?

Yes, most of them together with history or law.



	7. Are there cross-school-programmes for civic education, i.e. do different schools cooperate in specific courses etc.?

If yes, please, give some examples.

No



	8. Are there information centres, e.g. for providing school material for civic education?

If yes, please describe the institutional set-up and activities of these centres.

Yes, 

Zentrum polis (www.politik-lernen.at): service unit, initiative of Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture

The Austrian Centre for Citizenship Education in Schools is the central education service institution for citizenship education in schools. The centre helps teachers to bring citizenship and human rights education into the classroom, serves as an information platform and advisory centre, develops new materials for the classroom on a regular basis, plays a part in the European and Austrian discussions on citizenship education, has an influential role in teacher training and organizes events for students. polis works under contract to the Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, the Arts and Culture (Department for citizenship, environmental and consumer education). The project administrator is the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights – Research Association

Demokratiezentrum (www.demokratiezentrum.org): scientific NGO, sponsored by the City of Vienna, Federal Ministries and European Social Fund  



	9. Since which year has civic education been taught in schools?

As an educational principle since 1978, but without accompanying measures such as school books or teacher trainings. (for the educational principle see – in German: http://www.politik-lernen.at/content/site/basiswissen/politischebildung/unterrichtsprinzip/article/105419.html)

In vocational schools since 1976, (in secondary school since 2001, in secondary modern school since 2008.)



	10. Has civic education gained or lost importance since then?

Have weekly lessons been increased, decreased or remained at the same level?

If appropriate, please differentiate according to school types and/or age groups.

Yes. Since 2008 civic education is compulsory (together with history) at the age of 14.

Since 2001 it is a part of history for 16 to 19 years old.



	11. In which form is civic education legally regulated? Which political level has the competences for this field (national, regional, local)?

If possible, please, describe briefly the legal form and the contents of these regulations and add Internet links to the respective legal regulations.

It is national regulated, 

Austrian Federal Ministry of Education and Cultural Affairs, Political Education Department

Minoritenplatz 5, A-1014 Vienna

GZ 33.466/103-V/4a/94

In order to perform the comprehensive tasks set forth in Section 2 of the School Organisation Act (http://www.eduhi.at/dl/Grundsatzerlass_Politische_Bildung_englisch1.doc; http://www.bmukk.gv.at/schulen/recht/gvo/schog.xml )



	12. Which political and administrative institutions on which political level (national, regional, local) are responsible for implementing civic education?

If appropriate, please describe the competences of these institutions.

If possible, please, add Internet links to the respective institutions.

Federal Ministry




	Teachers’ Training



	13. Which academic discipline do civic education teachers belong to (e.g. history, political science)? 

Most of them history, some law and economics. It is not possible to teach civic education with an diploma in political science. 



	14. Is there 

· a full-scale training for teachers of civic education, 

x    an additional training, 

· or is civic education part of the general training as a teacher?

If possible, please, describe in some detail.

It is additional and only a few courses are compulsory. Less advanced training for the teachers. 

For compulsory qualifications for teachers of civic education see – in German:

http://www.politik-lernen.at/site/article_list.siteswift?do=all&c=gotosection&d=site%2Fbasiswissen%2Fausundfortbildung%2Fausbildung


	15. Are there offers for advanced vocational training for teachers of civic education?

Only one master-course in austria, this year in every province the teacher trainings colleges will offer courses.

If yes:    15a. Are these offers obligatory or optional?

optional

             15b. Which organizations offer this advanced training?

Teacher training colleges, universities, ngo’s 



	16. Where is civic education taught (public universities, private universities, special teachers’ colleges, pedagogic high-schools, others)?

All, but only in addition.

16a. Since when do these courses exist?

Beginning in the 1970s and 1980s, but until today not in every institution.
16b. Within which academic disciplines/faculties is civic education offered?

History, political science, peace-education.

16c. What is the share of political science within the courses (percentage of mandatory/optional hours, ECTS points)?

Less than 10 percent.




	Other activities



	17. Are there non-school-related forms of civic education for pupils between 6 and 18?

Yes

If yes:

17a. Who offers them and which focus do they have?

Federal Ministries: Participation and Elections, Democracy

17b. Are they publicly financed (by which percentage)?

Yes, 100 %



	18. Are there forms of civic education for adults?

yes

If yes:

18a. Who offers them and which focus do they have?

Political Parties, adult education centre, specific associations (www.politischebildung.at)

e.g.: The "Österreichische Gesellschaft für Politische Bildung" supports civíc education institutions and persons who work in the field of civic education for adults

The "Österreichische Gesellschaft für Politische Bildung/ÖGPB (Austrian Society for Citizenship Education)" is a publicly funded association whose aim is to promote a critical and tolerant mind and a responsible practice througout austrian society. To reach this goal the ÖGPB operates in two fields: 

1) Subsidies 

The ÖGPB grants subsidies to adult education institutions and NGOs. The annual total amount of subsidies 2009 given from the ÖGPB to institutions of adult education and NGOs will be approximately EUR 240.000,00. A list of the funded projects 2008 can be found at the website of the ÖGPB (http://www.politischebildung.at/oegpb/projektfoerderung/archiv/index.php?detail=34587)

2) Trainings

The ÖGPB supports trainers of adult education and persons concerned about issues of civic education in organizing trainings, workshops and conferences. 
18b. Are they publicly financed (by which percentage)?

Yes

e.g. Österreichische Gesellschaft für Politische Bildung:

Sector 1 (subsidies) is financed 50% by contributions of 7 austrian federal state goverments (Vienna and Carinthia are not members of the ÖGPB), the other 50% come from the ministry of education, art and culture (department of adult education).

Sector 2 (trainings) is 100% financed by the ministry of education, art and culture (department of adult education)

	19. Are national organizations for civic education part of European or international networks, e.g. NECE?

Yes




Please return the questionnaire to the German Political Science Association (dvpw@dvpw.de).
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