Questionnaire on the State of Civic Education in Europe

Czech Republic

	Civic Education in Schools



	1. What is the name for civic education in the language of the country?

Občanská výchova (Civic education); Základy společenských věd (Basics of social sciences); since 2007 there is new Framework Educational Programme: Výchova k občanství (Education to Citizenship)



	2. From which age on is civic education taught in schools?

□
6-10

X
10-14

□
14-18



	3. In which age group does the main focus of civic education lie? 

(When do most weekly lessons for civic education take place?) 

□
6-10

□
10-14

X
14-18



	4. In which types of school is civic education taught? 

Basic school – second stage (year 6 – age group 11 - 12): homeland, region, minorities, local government.

Basic school – second stage (year 8 – age group 14 - 15): human rights, legal framework.

Secondary school – Basics of social sciences – (political science, law, economics, sociology...).



	5. In which form is civic education taught? 

Is it 

· a proper school subject
Cross-curricular themes are included into Framework Educational Programme (civic education themes appear also in Czech language and literature, Geography, History).

All following issues must be included: Citizen in democratic society, People and the environment, People and world of work, Information and communication technologies.

The school head draws up a school educational programme in accordance with Framework Educational Programme and the school’s conditions.

Is it 

· a compulsory



	6. Are there proper school books for civic education?

Yes.



	7. Are there cross-school-programmes for civic education, i.e. do different schools cooperate in specific courses etc.?

Yes. Schools cooperate on national level and European level (European programmes, e. g. Commenius).



	8. Are there information centres, e.g. for providing school material for civic education?

Yes, there are information centres. They provide materials or lectures, but there is a question whether teachers participate on these activities.

These centres are provided by NGO´s or e. g. regional Government.



	9. Since which year has civic education been taught in schools?

Since 1920s. 



	10. Has civic education gained or lost importance since then?

Weakly lessons, prestige and importance stay approximately at the same level.



	11. In which form is civic education legally regulated? Which political level has the competences for this field (national, regional, local)?

Civic education is regulated on national level by Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. Since 2007 there is new Framework Educational Programme. The school head draws up a school educational programme in accordance with Framework Educational Programme and the school’s conditions.



	12. Which political and administrative institutions on which political level (national, regional, local) are responsible for implementing civic education?

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (www.msmt.cz)

Research Institute of Education in Prague – VÚP(www.vuppraha.cz)

Both are on national level.

The Research Institute of Education in Prague is a departmental research institute of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport of the Czech Republic. The specialist activities of the institute focus on the areas of preschool education, primary school education, general secondary education and the education of children and youth with special and specific educational needs. Its activities are drafts of policies and policy documents dealing with the problems of the development of general education, drafts of educational programmes and partial educational documents (teaching plans, curricula) for preschool, primary school and general secondary education including special education, creating didactic and methodical materials for educational practice and creating didactic and methodical materials dealing with specific issues of bringing up and educating children and youth.



	Teachers’ Training



	13. Which academic discipline do civic education teachers belong to (e.g. history, political science)? 

Civic education teachers are graduated at Departments of Social Sciences (Faculties of Social Studies or Sciences), or Departments of Civic Education at Faculties of Education.



	14. Is there 

· a full-scale training for teachers of civic education, 

· an additional training, 

· or is civic education part of the general training as a teacher?

There is in the Czech Republic a full-scale training for teachers of civic education and also an additional training. Faculties of Education are existing and providing education for these teachers.


	15. Are there offers for advanced vocational training for teachers of civic education?

Yes, there is possibility for advanced vocational training for teachers of civic education.

If yes:    15a. Are these offers obligatory or optional?

These offers are optional.

             15b. Which organizations offer this advanced training?

Centres for lifelong education, Faculties of Education, Educational centres, Research Institute of Education in Prague



	16. Where is civic education taught (public universities, private universities, special teachers’ colleges, pedagogic high-schools, others)?

Civic education is taught at public universities (Faculties of Education).

16a. Since when do these courses exist?

Since 1950s.

16b. Within which academic disciplines/faculties is civic education offered?

Within Faculties of Education (Departments of Social Sciences, or Departments of Civic Education).

16c. What is the share of political science within the courses (percentage of mandatory/optional hours, ECTS points)?

Share of political science is 20%.




	Other activities



	17. Are there non-school-related forms of civic education for pupils between 6 and 18?

Yes, there are many possibilities –e. g. forums, visits of lectures, excursions, competitions, simulation of e. g.  European Parliament, European Council.

If yes:

17a. Who offers them and which focus do they have?

Faculties of Education, NGO´s, think - tanks...

17b. Are they publicly financed (by which percentage)?

It depends, but they are mostly publicly financed. (Also from EU.)



	18. Are there forms of civic education for adults?

No, there are not forms of civic education for adults in integral form, but there are many possibilities to visit for example some lectures.

If yes:

18a. Who offers them and which focus do they have?

18b. Are they publicly financed (by which percentage)?



	19. Are national organizations for civic education part of European or international networks, e.g. NECE?

No, Faculties of Education are not part of European or international networks.




Please return the questionnaire to the German Political Science Association (dvpw@dvpw.de).
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