Questionnaire on the State of Civic Education in Europe

Finland

	Civic Education in Schools



	1. What is the name for civic education in the language of the country?

Kansalaiskasvatus (the closest school subject is called ”yhteiskuntaoppi”)



	2. From which age on is civic education taught in schools?

□
6-10

□X
10-14 

□
14-18



	3. In which age group does the main focus of civic education lie? 

(When do most weekly lessons for civic education take place?) 

□
6-10

□
10-14

□X
14-18



	4. In which types of school is civic education taught? 

Please, list the types of school and add a short description (age group, specific educational aims).

“Yhteiskuntaoppi” is taught as compulsory (proper) subject in public schools in upper elementary levels, that is, from the 7th to the 9th grade level (concerning normally the ages 12-13 till 15-16). The main task in this level is to “lead the pupil become an active and responsible agent of society”. After that, in the gymnasium/craft school -level yhteiskuntaoppi is often the proper subject but its extend can vary on account of the diverse specialities of the different educational establishments. However, in this level the common and often shared point is to deepen the knowledge and abilities of “comprehending the surrounding society”, incl. the basics of economics and intercultural communication.



	5. In which form is civic education taught? 

Is it 

· a proper school subject, or

· taught together with other subjects, e.g. history, geography, economics (which ones)? 

A proper school subject, but usually integrated with the questions concerning history and economics. History and civic education is often taught by the same teacher.

Is it 

· a compulsory, 

· an optional or 

· an elective subject? (If this is the case, what are the alternative optional subjects?), or 

· is civic education defined as a cross-sectional matter for the whole curriculum?

It is compulsory at least in upper elementary level but also optional courses can also (as a rule) be taken as elective courses for ones own educational orientation especially in the gymnasium/craft school -level.  

If appropriate, please differentiate according to school types and/or age groups. 



	6. Are there proper school books for civic education?

Yes, there are books addressed for different grades



	7. Are there cross-school-programmes for civic education, i.e. do different schools cooperate in specific courses etc.?

If yes, please, give some examples.

There is not usually any reciprocal or bilateral programmes between one school with another, but instead there is lots of projects in the national/provincial level, usually led by the big and highly acquainted NGO’s in cooperation with the Ministry of education. 



	8. Are there information centres, e.g. for providing school material for civic education?

If yes, please describe the institutional set-up and activities of these centres.

There is some organizations which publish material mainly for economically unfavourable subjects/fields. Concerning yhteiskuntaoppi there is some institutions and corporations which are focused also on educational purposes: for example the Ministry of education, national alcohol company Alko Oy (supervised by the Ministry of social affairs), National institute for Health and Welfare Stakes THL (former Stakes)… 



	9. Since which year has civic education been taught in schools?

The questions concerning civic education flare ultimately up with the fundamental school reform of 1866, (when children got right to have education by their mother tongue).  This new elementary school became universally compulsory in 1921. At this time there were no exact or proper subject for civic education, but it were taught among other subjects, such as history, Finnish, geography etc.) The teacher’s association of history and “yhteiskuntaoppi” was founded in 1948…



	10. Has civic education gained or lost importance since then?

Have weekly lessons been increased, decreased or remained at the same level?

If appropriate, please differentiate according to school types and/or age groups.

It has gained a lot of importance as an independent subject. Before yhteiskuntaoppi finally separated from history, there was also ‘civics’ (kansalaistaito) taught at lower elementary level in the 80’s and 90’s. But despite the shutdown of the ‘civics’-experiment, the civic education as a whole has become increasingly professionalized and enlarged subject. Especially in the gymnasium-level many major improvements had been launched into practice. 



	11. In which form is civic education legally regulated? Which political level has the competences for this field (national, regional, local)?

If possible, please, describe briefly the legal form and the contents of these regulations and add Internet links to the respective legal regulations.

Ministry of education has the prior legal responsibility of granting equal standards. Regional communities (cities) have the main liability of following the standards. So there is not so visible regional (provincial) agents concerning the competences in the field of civic education. See further: www.oph.fi and www.kunnat.net.



	12. Which political and administrative institutions on which political level (national, regional, local) are responsible for implementing civic education?

If appropriate, please describe the competences of these institutions.

If possible, please, add Internet links to the respective institutions.

See the former answer… 




	Teachers’ Training



	13. Which academic discipline do civic education teachers belong to (e.g. history, political science)? 

More often from the discipline of history as a major subject. There’s a proper teacher’s program for history and civic education. Some teachers have got their training from social sciences, such as political science, social policy, sociology. 



	14. Is there 

· a full-scale training for teachers of civic education, 

· an additional training, 

· or is civic education part of the general training as a teacher?

If possible, please, describe in some detail.

Basically all teachers-to-be can choose their subject of specializing. In this sense the training for teachers of civic education is always additional, but nevertheless often executed along with the teachers training for history. In order to get the formal civic educators’ status one have to get B.A. -studies in some of the formerly mentioned discipline of social sciences (and commensurable extend of pedagogical training). Issues considering civic education do not anymore belong to teacher’s general training, but have in the teacher’s training for lower classes been included in other subjects such as geography, history and native language. 



	15. Are there offers for advanced vocational training for teachers of civic education?

Not specifically for teachers of civic education

If yes:    15a. Are these offers obligatory or optional?

             15b. Which organizations offer this advanced training?

	16. Where is civic education taught (public universities, private universities, special teachers’ colleges, pedagogic high-schools, others)?

In public universities

16a. Since when do these courses exist?

16b. Within which academic disciplines/faculties is civic education offered?

In social sciences and humanities

16c. What is the share of political science within the courses (percentage of mandatory/optional hours, ECTS points)?

Political science is one of the most popular optional subject for gaining the formal teachers qualification for civic education. Still, it either belongs to or is not belonging to ones own personal training. (So it can be replaced with another subject in social sciences.)  


	Other activities



	17. Are there non-school-related forms of civic education for pupils between 6 and 18?

If yes:

17a. Who offers them and which focus do they have?

There are lots of associations which strive for strengthening the knowledge in the field of civic education. Scout movement, students’ unions, associations for treasuring the finnish social and national heritage, international courses…

17b. Are they publicly financed (by which percentage)?

Some of them are. 



	18. Are there forms of civic education for adults?

Yes

If yes:

18a. Who offers them and which focus do they have?

They are often organized by the ministry-administered local/national projects, nongovernmental organizations, public institutes and specific associations
18b. Are they publicly financed (by which percentage)?

Yes, some of them are. However, a strict approximation on percentage would be rather preposterious… 



	19. Are national organizations for civic education part of European or international networks, e.g. NECE?

The Workers’ Educational Association of Finland is part of the NECE.




Please return the questionnaire to the German Political Science Association (dvpw@dvpw.de).
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