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	Civic Education in Schools



	1. What is the name for civic education in the language of the country?

Pilietiškumo ugdymas,  compulsory subject is Pilietiškumo pagrindai.



	2. From which age on is civic education taught in schools?

□
6-10

□
10-14

(
14-18 



	3. In which age group does the main focus of civic education lie? 

(When do most weekly lessons for civic education take place?) 

□
6-10

□
10-14

(
14-18



	4. In which types of school is civic education taught? 

Please, list the types of school and add a short description (age group, specific educational aims). 
Intermediate level – students ages 15 to 17 years.

	5. In which form is civic education taught? 

It is a proper school compulsory subject (Intermediate level, ages 15-17) .

Civic education is integrated into the program of separate subjects within the school curriculum: primary level (cognition of the world, history, geography, ethics); intermediate level (history, geography, natural science education, ethics); secondary level (history, geography, economy, natural science education, ethics, integrated course of history and geography, philosophy).

At the primary and intermediate level (i.e., at these levels) civic education is integrated into the program of separate subjects within the school curriculum, whereas at the secondary level it is integrated both into the program of separate subjects and taught as a separate subject.  


	6. Are there proper school books for civic education?

Yes, they are.



	7. Are there cross-school-programmes for civic education, i.e. do different schools cooperate in specific courses etc.?

If yes, please, give some examples.



	8. Are there information centres, e.g. for providing school material for civic education?

If yes, please describe the institutional set-up and activities of these centres.

Yes, it is Regional Center for Civic Education (established by the Ministry of Education)

Activities:

1. Second phase of the transatlantic project "Deliberating in A Democracy" (2004 - 2008) (www.deliberating.org). Planning of the following project activities together in Mazeikiu Secondary School.

2. International activities in the field of expertise. The UNESCO International Bureau of Education (IBE) aims at strengthening the national capacities of UNESCO Member States for the development of contents and methods of education. At the request of UNESCO, IBE is currently being evaluated by Technopolis-France. Technopolis France is a French consultancy specialized in the evaluation of programs and institutions in the areas of research, innovation and education. Involvement in the field of education, we would be very grateful if you could spend some time for evaluating your knowledge and perception of IBE's activities (www.ibe.unesco.org).
3. Staff development session for civic teachers. 
The second staff development session in the frame of the project "Deliberating in A Democracy" (www.deliberating.org) will take place in February 2009. 

4. Deliberating on Controversial issue.
Students from Vilnius Pedagogical University, Elektrėnų Versmės gymnazium, Mažeikiu Ventos and Sodu Secondary Schools will discuss the topic "Should Government introduce the Curfiew?"

	9. Since which year has civic education been taught in schools?

Civic education been taught in schools since 1994 year.

	10. Has civic education gained or lost importance since then?

Have weekly lessons been increased, decreased or remained at the same level?

If appropriate, please differentiate according to school types and/or age groups.

At the primary, intermediate and secondary level civic education is integrated into other teaching subjects. Furthermore, at the secondary level a specific course of fundamentals for civic education is introduced. Mandatory time allocations for this course are regulated in the documents on education, with 2 weekly hours given to the subject on fundamentals of civic education (i.e., 2 hours throughout the secondary level).


	11. In which form is civic education legally regulated? Which political level has the competences for this field (national, regional, local)?

If possible, please, describe briefly the legal form and the contents of these regulations and add Internet links to the respective legal regulations.

The program of civic education is approved on the national level. The content of civic education, however, is determined both by every school, which identifies its own goals via implementation of civic education program, and by teachers who seek to implement those goals not merely by teaching separate subjects but also by introducing extracurricular school activities and school community activities.  


	12. Which political and administrative institutions on which political level (national, regional, local) are responsible for implementing civic education?

If appropriate, please describe the competences of these institutions.

If possible, please, add Internet links to the respective institutions.

Ministry of Education and Science is responsible for implementing civic education on national level.

Municipalities are responsible for implementing civic education on regional level.

School is responsible for implementing civic education on local level.




	Teachers’ Training



	13. Which academic discipline do civic education teachers belong to (e.g. history, political science)? 

History and social science



	14. Is there 

· a full-scale training for teachers of civic education, 

· an additional training, 

· or is civic education part of the general training as a teacher?

If possible, please, describe in some detail.

Vilnius University of Pedagogic prepares teachers of Civic Education. Working teachers from other fields may participate in qualification seminars and upon collection of the sufficient amount of civic education credits be allowed to teach the subject. Most frequently, teachers of history “upgrade” to teach civic education.    



	15. Are there offers for advanced vocational training for teachers of civic education?

If yes:    15a. Are these offers obligatory or optional?

 15b. Which organizations offer this advanced training?

Workshops for teachers are organized by the Center for Civic Education and sometimes by the Universities (running targeted projects)



	16. Where is civic education taught (public universities, private universities, special teachers’ colleges, pedagogic high-schools, others)?

Civic education taught in the Vilnius University of Pedagogic. 
16a. Since when do these courses exist?

These courses exist since 1996 year. 

16b. Within which academic disciplines/faculties is civic education offered?

Social science
16c. What is the share of political science within the courses (percentage of mandatory/optional hours, ECTS points)?

There is no tough regulation, “political matters” amount to 20-30 percent of the course content. 




	Other activities



	17. Are there non-school-related forms of civic education for pupils between 6 and 18?

At the primary level is compulsory extracurricular activities include social activities (documents regulating education do not specify the mandatory time allocation for civic education integrated into other subjects, whereas the time allocation for extracurricular activities including mandatory social activities is 6 hours per week; extracurricular activities which do not include mandatory social activities are given 12 weekly hours.  At the intermediate level compulsory extracurricular activities are introduced at school, with the integration of social activities (documents regulating education do not specify the mandatory time allocation for civic education integrated into other subjects, whereas the time allocation for extracurricular activities including mandatory social activities is 6 hours per week). At the secondary extracurricular activities which include social activities are also compulsory (documents regulating education do not specify the mandatory time allocation for civic education integrated into other subjects, whereas the time allocation for extracurricular activities including mandatory social activities is 7 hours per week).

If yes:

17a. Who offers them and which focus do they have?

17b. Are they publicly financed (by which percentage)?

No



	18. Are there forms of civic education for adults?

Not really…. 

If yes:

18a. Who offers them and which focus do they have?

18b. Are they publicly financed (by which percentage)?

	19. Are national organizations for civic education part of European or international networks, e.g. NECE?

No…




Please return the questionnaire to the German Political Science Association (dvpw@dvpw.de).
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