Questionnaire on the State of Civic Education in Europe

The Netherlands

	Civic Education in Schools



	1. What is the name for civic education in the language of the country?

Maatschappijleer 

Maatschappijleer is a (one-year) subject in secondary education. Next to this subject schools in primary and secondary education are obliged to pay attention to “actief burgerschap en sociale integratie”: active citizenship and social integration. Schools can decide for themselves how they do this. It is not a subject in the curriculum. 



	2. From which age on is civic education taught in schools?

□
6-10

□
10-14

X 
14-18



	3. In which age group does the main focus of civic education lie? 

(When do most weekly lessons for civic education take place?) 

□
6-10

□
10-14

X
14-18




	4. In which types of school is civic education taught? 

Please, list the types of school and add a short description (age group, specific educational aims).

Dutch secondary education in general: 

Secondary education encompasses schools providing pre-university education (VWO), general secondary education (HAVO), pre-vocational secondary education (VMBO) and practical training (PRO). VMBO comprises four learning pathways: the basic vocational programme (BL), the middle-management vocational programme (KL), the combined theoretical and vocational programme (GL) and the theoretical programme (TL).

Maatschappijleer: 

In VWO, HAVO and VMBO maatschappijleer is compulsory. In VMBO the pupils get maatschappijleer in the third year, in most HAVO en VWO-schools it is taught in the fourth year. Pupils in VMBO are in the age group 14-15 when they get maatschappijleer, in HAVO/VWO they are 15/16/17. 

Read also the article of Veldhuis en Vis in the enclosure: 

Maatschappijleer hat zum Ziel, Schülern Wissen und Einsicht in gesellschaftliche und politische Probleme des heutigen Zusammenlebens zu verschaffen. 

In Vocational education (MBO) students get ‘citizenship competencies’. This is not aimed at knowledge, but at skills.  


	5. In which form is civic education taught? 

In VMBO, HAVO en VWO maatschappijleer (civic education) is a proper school subject during one school year. It is a compulsory subject: in the majority of schools pupils get two lessons a week during that year. 

Next to maatschappijleer in VMBO, HAVO en VWO pupils can choose an elective subject in some schools. This subject is called maatschappijleer 2 (in VMBO) or Maatschappijwetenschappen (in HAVO/VWO). The difference between maatschappijleer (Sozialkunde im gemeinsamen Teil) and the elective subject (Sozialkunde als Wahlfach) in HAVO/VWO is explained in the article of Veldhuis en Vis. 

In MBO ‘Citizenship competenties’ can or cannot be taught as a subject. It is possible to teach it in (for example) a number of projects. It is compulsory, but because schools can decide for themselves in which way they teach Citizenship competencies it is difficult to check if all students get it. 

 

	6. Are there proper school books for civic education?

Yes. 



	7. Are there cross-school-programmes for civic education, i.e. do different schools cooperate in specific courses etc.?

Not really, is happens incidentally. There are for example two schools in Amsterdam who have a common cross-school project about religion and one about politics, but this is an exception. 



	8. Are there information centres, e.g. for providing school material for civic education?

Yes there are. For example the Institute for Political Participation (http://www.publiek-politiek.nl/English) and the Anne Frank Stichting: www.annefrankstichting.nl. Another important ‘centre’ is the maatschappijleercommunity (internet): http://digischool.kennisnet.nl/community_ma




	9. Since which year has civic education been taught in schools?

1968




	10. Has civic education gained or lost importance since then?

Have weekly lessons been increased, decreased or remained at the same level?

If appropriate, please differentiate according to school types and/or age groups.

Civic education has gained importance since then. Teachers need a qualification now, and pupils have to do an exam in the subject (Schulprüfung). But lately the number of weekly lessons decreased slightly and in havo/vwo the grade pupils get is made part of an ‘combination grade’, which means that someone can get his diploma with an 5 for maatschappijleer if you have a 7 for an other subject. 


	11. In which form is civic education legally regulated? Which political level has the competences for this field (national, regional, local)?

National. There is a national programme for maatschappijleer. The Ministry of Education, Culture and Science (www.minocenw.nl) decides about the main lines. CEVO (www.cevo.nl) decides about the content of exams (Abschlussprüfung) and the Netherlands Institute for Curriculum Development plays an important part too (www.slo.nl). The Dutch association of maatschappijleerteachers (www.nvlm.nl) is asked frequently to think about curriculum development too. 


	12. Which political and administrative institutions on which political level (national, regional, local) are responsible for implementing civic education?

The Ministry of Education, Culture and Science (www.minocenw.nl) and the parliament (www.tweedekamer.nl) 



	Teachers’ Training



	13. Which academic discipline do civic education teachers belong to (e.g. history, political science)? 

Political science, sociology, anthropology, communication studies



	14. Is there 

· a full-scale training for teachers of civic education, 

· an additional training, 

· or is civic education part of the general training as a teacher?
There is a full-scale training for teachers of civic education. If you studied one of the academic disciplines above, you can do a teacher training in one year. After that you can teach maatschappijleer at VMBO, HAVO, en VWO. (first grade teacher) 

Another option is a full-scale training for teachers of civic education (Higher professional education: HBO) for four years after pre-university education (VWO), general secondary education (HAVO). After that you can teach maatschappijleer at VMBO-schools. (second grade teacher) 

	15. Are there offers for advanced vocational training for teachers of civic education?

Not really. Universities, HBO-institutes, Dutch association of maatschappijleerteachers and the Institute for Political Participation offer short courses and conferences. 

	16. Where is civic education taught

Public universities and public institutions of Higher professional education
16a. Since when do these courses exist?

I’m not sure, probably since the late seventies or eighties. 

16b. Within which academic disciplines/faculties is civic education offered?

Social and political sciences: political science, sociology, anthropology, communication studies

16c. What is the share of political science within the courses (percentage of mandatory/optional hours, ECTS points)?

I’m not sure. If a person already studied one of the social and political sciences and does the one-year training for teacher maatschappijleer, there is not much room in the curriculum for political science. That is because the student already studied one of the social and political sciences. 

In Higher professional education (second grade teacher training) probably around 15%. 



	Other activities



	17. Are there non-school-related forms of civic education for pupils between 6 and 18?

I don’t think so. 

	18. Are there forms of civic education for adults?

Please read the paragraph ’Politische Bildung außerhalb der Schule’  in the article of Veldhuis and Vis. 

	19. Are national organizations for civic education part of European or international networks, e.g. NECE?

I don’t know. 




If you have any more questions, I will be happy to answer them. 

Coen Gelinck, coen@wxs.nl 

Secretary of the Dutch association of maatschappijleerteachers (NVLM) 
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