Questionnaire on the State of Civic Education in Europe

	Civic Education in Schools: NORWAY



	1. What is the name for civic education in the language of the country?

“Samfunnskunnskap” 



	2. From which age on is civic education taught in schools?

X
6-10

□
10-14

□
14-18



	3. In which age group does the main focus of civic education lie? 

(When do most weekly lessons for civic education take place?) 

□
6-10

□
10-14

X
14-18



	4. In which types of school is civic education taught? 

Please, list the types of school and add a short description (age group, specific educational aims).

1. Primary/secondary  school (10 yrs. compulsory education) consisting of:

 a) Primary age 6-12 yrs. And b) secondary age 13-15 yrs.

2. 3 yrs. High school College (gymnasium) or 3yrs. technical/vocational training. 



	5. In which form is civic education taught? 

Is it 

· a proper school subject, or

· taught together with other subjects, e.g. history, geography, economics (which ones)? 

A proper school subject

Is it 

· a compulsory, 

· an optional or 

· an elective subject? (If this is the case, what are the alternative optional subjects?), or 

· is civic education defined as a cross-sectional matter for the whole curriculum?

It is compulsory and may also be expanded by optional courses for in-depth studies in social sciences at the High school/Gymnasium level. 



	6. Are there proper school books for civic education?

 Yes



	7. Are there cross-school-programmes for civic education, i.e. do different schools cooperate in specific courses etc.?

No 

If yes, please, give some examples.



	8. Are there information centres, e.g. for providing school material for civic education?

No

If yes, please describe the institutional set-up and activities of these centres.



	9. Since which year has civic education been taught in schools?

Since the 1950s



	10. Has civic education gained or lost importance since then?

Since then it has gained importance at all levels.

Have weekly lessons been increased, decreased or remained at the same level?

If appropriate, please differentiate according to school types and/or age groups.



	11. In which form is civic education legally regulated? Which political level has the competences for this field (national, regional, local)?

National level through the Ministry of Education

If possible, please, describe briefly the legal form and the contents of these regulations and add Internet links to the respective legal regulations.



	12. Which political and administrative institutions on which political level (national, regional, local) are responsible for implementing civic education?

1. Primary/secondary: Local level

2. High school/Gymnasium: Regional level

If appropriate, please describe the competences of these institutions.

If possible, please, add Internet links to the respective institutions.




	Teachers’ Training



	13. Which academic discipline do civic education teachers belong to (e.g. history, political science)? 

For teacher’s training for the primary/secondary level there exist special subjects taught by historians, political scientists, sociologist etc.

For teachers at the High school/Gymnansium level a university degree in social sciences is required.



	14. Is there 

· a full-scale training for teachers of civic education, 

· an additional training, 

· or is civic education part of the general training as a teacher?

Primary/secondary level: Civic education is part of the general training.

High school/Gymnasium level: University degree required.

If possible, please, describe in some detail.



	15. Are there offers for advanced vocational training for teachers of civic education?

Yes

If yes:    15a. Are these offers obligatory or optional? Optional.

             15b. Which organizations offer this advanced training? Depending on the level, either specialised teacher’s colleges or universities.



	16. Where is civic education taught (public universities, private universities, special teachers’ colleges, pedagogic high-schools, others)?

Public universities and teachers’ colleges.

16a. Since when do these courses exist?

Since the 1970s

16b. Within which academic disciplines/faculties is civic education offered?

Social sciences (political science, sociology etc.)

16c. What is the share of political science within the courses (percentage of mandatory/optional hours, ECTS points)?

This varies between the various programs offered at different universities and teacher’s colleges. 




	Other activities



	17. Are there non-school-related forms of civic education for pupils between 6 and 18?

No

If yes:

17a. Who offers them and which focus do they have?

17b. Are they publicly financed (by which percentage)?



	18. Are there forms of civic education for adults?

Only as part if the compulsory training for immigrants.

If yes:

18a. Who offers them and which focus do they have?

Specialised colleges for immigrants.

18b. Are they publicly financed (by which percentage)?

100% publicly financed



	19. Are national organizations for civic education part of European or international networks, e.g. NECE?

There is no national organisation for civic education as such, but teachers participate in European and international networks through both their unions and the local/regional administration.




Please return the questionnaire to the German Political Science Association (dvpw@dvpw.de).
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